
Make the best decision with our
WOOD FLOORING BUYER’S GUIDE.

What to know before you buy hardwood flooring in Indianapolis.
Hardwood is a popular floor choice because of its natural beauty and timeless style. However, there are 
limitations on where some wood floors can be installed. Solid hardwood floors are more susceptible to 
the effects of moisture. Therefore if you are considering hardwood for your basement or over concrete, 
Engineered Hardwoods are required. Installation methods can also limit where a hardwood floor can be used. 
Your Kermans design consultant can talk through hardwood’s limitations and benefits to help you determine if 
this beautiful floor is the best choice for your home.

Consider size

Hardwood flooring comes in boards referred to as strips or planks. Strips are typically narrow in width with 
planks offering a wider board. The width of the board can visually impact a room. Strips will visually expand a 
room while planks work best in a larger area.

Consider edges

Hardwood boards are cut with different edges: square edged boards or beveled boards. Beveled edges 
have a different appearance than more traditional edges. Aside from the apperance of the beveled edges, 
an advantage of this design is that is gives a more consistant look during times when room moisture causes 
minor expansions and contraction within the grove. The beveled edge can be more forgiving when installed.

Consider colors and finishes

Each species of wood has its own unique characteristics. The species will determine your color variations 
and finish options. The grain pattern of each wood is determined by how the wood is cut. Natural variations in 
color and grain are normal no matter what type of wood you select. These variations are one of the strongest 
appeals of a hardwood floor because they make each floor practically one-of-a-kind. When selecting your 
hardwood floor choose one that either coordinates or contrasts with your existing woodwork and furniture. 
Darker woods tend to be more formal while natural colors are more casual.

Kermans carries pre-finished hardwoods. Pre-finished hardwoods offer a faster and less labor intensive 
alternative to unfinished flooring. Because the finish has been applied in a controlled environment, there is 
more consistency in color & protective coating on each board. The overall floor tends to have a more uniform 
appearance and if an area becomes damaged, it only requires replacing the damaged boards–not re-sanding 
and re-finishing the entire floor.

There is a lot to consider when buying hardwood and Kermans is here to help every step of the way.  
Our knowledgeable sales staff will walk you through all important decisions. Next on the list? What type of 
hardwood best fits your needs.
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Keep your tile floor looking like new
TILE CARE GUIDE
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Regular cleaning will keep your tile floor looking its best.
There are many different types of tile – ceramic, porcelain, glass, stone, terra cotta… the list goes on and on. 
Luckily, the list of cleaning needs is fairly short. No matter what type of tile you have, the basic maintenance 
needs are the same and will extend the life of your floor. 

Kermans Flooring · 4505 East 82nd Street · Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 · (317) 842-5700 · www.kermans.com

Don’t use cleaning products unless  
recommended in your warranty.
Your warranty may also require specific care for the grout and sealant.  
Contact Kermans for full warranty information.  Kermans.com/Warranty

Wipe up spills as soon as they happen.

Tile may seem like it is stain-proof, but some spills can stain even the toughest floor. 
Grout, in particular, is susceptible to staining. Your best option is to have clean white 
towels on hand to wipe up spills as soon as they happen.

Dust or sweep often.

Sweep or vacuum your glazed tile floors regularly to keep them from getting dull. Tiles 
may be resistant to dirt, but sand and grit can dull glazed surfaces.

Damp mop your floor weekly 

Clean tile with mild detergent and clean water, using a rag or chamois-type mop rather 
than a sponge mop. The latter pushes dirty water into grout lines and makes them 
harder to clean. Be sure to change the water frequently while mopping; dirty water 
equals a cloudy floor.

Re-apply sealant as recommended. 
Follow your manufacturer’s warranty regarding tile and grout sealing needs. Sealants 
help with stain resistance and protect the surface of your tile from scratches.

Grout cleaning tips

The most common question regarding tile cleaning is how to keep the grout clean. 
Grout does more than just hold your tile floor together, it affects the overall appearance 
and cleanliness of your floor. 

It is important to use a cleaning product specifically designed for grout and tile 
so you do not bleach or stain your floor. We recommend using an alkaline-based 
cleaning product so that you do not harm the plaster. If you have stubborn stains, use 
a nylon brush to remove the dirt. Always rinse thoroughly after cleaning. Kermans 
recommends a concentrated tile and grout cleaner available in our showroom.
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My mop or cloth has left streaks on my floor.

Rinse the floor with clean water. Then, using a clean, lint-free 
cloth, dry the floor - wringing out the cloth often so you are 
able to thoroughly dry the floor. To prevent the streaks from 
happening the next time you clean, make sure you remove all 
traces of dust and dirt before mopping. Use a vacuum cleaner 
with a tile attachment or a dust mop to clean the floor before 
mopping.

It seems like my floor gets dirty immediately  
after mopping.

If your floor is not completely dry before walking on it, dirt can 
easily set into wet areas becoming a hard-to-remove grime. 

Can my tile floor get scratched?

While it’s true that tile floors are waterproof and very durable, 
they can show signs of wear and tear if dirt, mud, and small 
stones are tracked over them. Put doormats inside and outside 
your doors to help keep the dirt on the mat and off your floor. 
Ask people to remove their shoes at the door also to keep 
them from bringing the outdoors onto your floor.

The grout on my floor is dirty and never seems to get 
clean when I mop.

Dirt does tend to accumulate in grout turning it black and 
preventing you from truly getting your floor clean. Floor 
grout must be cleaned on its own separate from your regular 
mopping routine. Use a nylon brush and specially formulated 
cleaner to remove dirt. Rinse thoroughly to complete.

Common tile cleaning issues


