
What to know before you buy hardwood flooring in Indianapolis.
Hardwood is a popular floor choice because of its natural beauty and timeless style. However, there are 
limitations on where some wood floors can be installed. Solid hardwood floors are more susceptible to 
the effects of moisture. Therefore if you are considering hardwood for your basement or over concrete, 
Engineered Hardwoods are required. Installation methods can also limit where a hardwood floor can be used. 
Your Kermans design consultant can talk through hardwood’s limitations and benefits to help you determine if 
this beautiful floor is the best choice for your home.

Consider size

Hardwood flooring comes in boards referred to as strips or planks. Strips are typically narrow in width with 
planks offering a wider board. The width of the board can visually impact a room. Strips will visually expand a 
room while planks work best in a larger area.

Consider edges

Hardwood boards are cut with different edges: square edged boards or beveled boards. Beveled edges 
have a different appearance than more traditional edges. Aside from the apperance of the beveled edges, 
an advantage of this design is that is gives a more consistant look during times when room moisture causes 
minor expansions and contraction within the grove. The beveled edge can be more forgiving when installed.

Consider colors and finishes

Each species of wood has its own unique characteristics. The species will determine your color variations 
and finish options. The grain pattern of each wood is determined by how the wood is cut. Natural variations in 
color and grain are normal no matter what type of wood you select. These variations are one of the strongest 
appeals of a hardwood floor because they make each floor practically one-of-a-kind. When selecting your 
hardwood floor choose one that either coordinates or contrasts with your existing woodwork and furniture. 
Darker woods tend to be more formal while natural colors are more casual.

Kermans carries pre-finished hardwoods. Pre-finished hardwoods offer a faster and less labor intensive 
alternative to unfinished flooring. Because the finish has been applied in a controlled environment, there is 
more consistency in color & protective coating on each board. The overall floor tends to have a more uniform 
appearance and if an area becomes damaged, it only requires replacing the damaged boards–not re-sanding 
and re-finishing the entire floor.

There is a lot to consider when buying hardwood and Kermans is here to help every step of the way.  
Our knowledgeable sales staff will walk you through all important decisions. Next on the list? What type of 
hardwood best fits your needs.

Keep your hardwood floor looking like new
HARDWOOD CARE GUIDE
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Use our tips to keep your floors looking good for decades to come.
Hardwood flooring never goes out of style. Your hardwood floor is an investment that will increase in value 
and last for decades - if taken care of properly. Knowing how to handle everyday cleaning and how to care 
for spills or scratches will help make sure your hardwood floor looks just as beautiful 50 years from now as it 
does today. 
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Never wet-mop a wood floor. 
If there’s one rule when it comes to caring for your hardwood floor it is: keep water off 
the floor. Avoid using mops or cloths that leave excessive water on the floor. Never let 
a spill of water dry on the floor. Never pour water directly onto the floor. Never use vinyl 
or tile cleaning products on wood floors. 

Sweep or dust mop daily. 
A quick swipe with a broom or dust mop removes dirt and debris that can scratch your 
floor. Kermans offers microfiber dusting mops for this purpose.

Do NOT use cleaning products (Murphy’s Oil Soap, Old English, wax, conditioner, etc.)  
When you clean your floor, use water and cleaning products sparingly to increase the 
longevity and sheen of your final finish coat.

Place floor mats or area rugs at each entryway. 
Small rugs help collect dirt and grit that might be tracked in. These tiny particles act like 
sandpaper and will scratch your floor. Be sure to avoid using rubber-backed or non-
ventilated mats or rugs as they can damage your floor. Instead use mats or rugs made 
especially for hardwood floors and remember to shake them out regularly.

Use a humidifier. 
Hardwood will expand or contract with changes in humidity. Especially during the winter 
months, a humidifier can keep wood movement and shrinkage to a minimum. Solid 
hardwood flooring is not recommended for use in basements, bathrooms or other high 
humidity areas. 
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Will my hardwood floor yellow or change color over time?

It’s natural for hardwood flooring to yellow, darken or lighten 
over time, depending on the wood species, finish and sunlight 
exposure.

How should I handle spills on my hardwood flooring?

When it comes to a spill on any floor, the most important 
thing to do is act quickly. You don’t want a spill to soak into 
the wood because then it can cause a stain that you cannot 
remove without serious repair work. Keep clean towels easily 
accessible in rooms with a hardwood floor so you can soak up 
a spill quickly and easily. 

How can I prevent and/or repair scratches and scuffs?

Hardwood floors are susceptible to scratches and scuffs. Here 
are a few tips for taking care of these small problems before 
they become big issues:

 ü A hardwood floor cleaner is useful in removing occasional scuffs 
or heel marks. Spray some cleaner on a cloth and lightly rub the 
stained area. 

 ü Sticky spots can be cleaned with a damp towel or sponge. 

 ü If you have pets, keep their nails trimmed, they can and will scratch 
a wood floor.

 ü Ask people to remove their shoes at the door to eliminate the 
scuffs, scratches and dents from hard heels and dirt or debris.

Commonly asked questions about hardwood flooring


